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UNIVERSEH is an alliance of five European universities established to develop a new way of 
collaboration in the field of Space, within the “European Universities” initiative. 

The alliance aims to create new higher education interactive experiences for the university 
community, teachers and students, and for the benefit of society as a whole. Such initiatives will 
enable broadminded, informed and conscientious European citizens to capture and create new 
knowledge and become smart actors of European innovation, valorisation and societal 
dissemination within the Space sector, from science, engineering, liberal arts to culture. 
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Students’ Conference on Diversity and Inclusion in the Space Sector   
Kraków, 20.05.2022  

  
 
Introduction  
 
The Space Sector can be perceived as exclusive, intended only for the most privileged individuals. It 
can also be viewed as connected solely to technical sciences and not having anything to do with other 
scientific domains. But we believe that space is a truly interdisciplinary arena where all are invited, 
and all are needed.   
During the second Students’ Conference on Diversity and Inclusion in the Space Sector that took place 
at the University of Science and Technology in Kraków on 20.05.2022 we wanted to focus on 
interdisciplinarity and intercultural collaboration. Therefore, students from the organizing team 
proposed an event in the form of a challenge. Participants were divided into teams of four and 
presented with different tasks to be solved collectively. Teams were deliberately mixed in terms of 
students’ country of origin and major to stimulate intercultural and interdisciplinary collaboration.  
 
The tasks were all space related but designed to be fit for students of all disciplines. For example, in 
the first task, students had to prepare a menu for astronauts on a space station using input data about 
calorie requirements, food options and preferences. This was a difficult task that required calculations, 
creativity and, most importantly, collaboration.  In other tasks students were required to rapidly learn 
space-related vocabulary in a foreign language because space collaboration requires multilingualism. 
There were also constructing tasks and puzzles to be solved. One of the constructing tasks were to 
build Mars Lander based on household materials. Participants divided into groups played the role of 
space agencies, each of them had to build a lander capable of bringing one cosmonaut to the surface 
of Mars (a delicate egg). The team that made a safe landing was the winner. It was the favorite task in 
the evaluation form after the conference. Another assignment was to recognize which place on Earth 
is presented on the satellite images. Each team had 20 seconds to analyse each of the 20 Copernicus 
Sentinel images depicting various location around the globe. To highlight the inclusion of the space 
sector students were asked in one task to record a daily vlog from the space station targeting different 
audiences: kids, seniors, STEM or social sciences students. The vlogs that received highest evaluation 
by the judges were presented by the end of the conference to all the participants.   
Experts were invited to help rate the teams’ performance and to observe the teams’ collaboration in 
terms of their innovative and flexible approach to task resolution. The expert team featured:  
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● Dr Agata Kołodziejczyk - Director of Scientific Projects at Analog Astronaut Training 
Center, creator of Polish Analog Research Stations. Organizer of multiple lunar and 
Martian analog missions. Astrobiologist and former biomimetics expert at the European 
Space Agency.  

● Rafał Czarny - psychologist, trainer and designer. Builds and develops the innovative 
brand Innprogress Design Lab. Author of Design Thinking methodology (DTMethod) and 
educational board games.  

● Christina Stange-Fayos - University Professor at Toulouse Jean Jaurès. Vice-President for 
European and International Relations, deputy director of CREG (Centre for Germanic 
Research and Studies). Specialist in i.a German-language periodicals from the 18th to the 
20th century.  

● Dagmara Stasiowska - PhD Candidate at AGH UST in Biomedical Engineering discipline. 
Member of Mensa and Polish Astrobiological Society AstroBio. Former leader of the 
Stratospheric Balloon and Rocket Payload Team in AGH Space Systems Students' 
Association. Her thesis regards the impact of the G-force on honeybees and the 
possibility of simulating occurring changes with the computer model.   

● Bartosz Andrzejkiewicz - Mechanical Engineering student on WIMIR AGH. Coordinator of 
Events Committee in ESN AGH. Former Social Inclusion Coordinator in ESN AGH.  

● Aleksandra Smela - Computer Science student on WIET AGH. Active member of Events 
and PR committees in ESN AGH. As Social Inclusion Coordinator in ESN AGH focuses on 
making all groups of international students feel included.  

  
The best four teams were rewarded. The winning team will have a chance to participate in the Analog 
Astronaut Training. The other three teams will take part in online Design Thinking Method accredited 
workshops provided by Inprogress Design Lab, one of the partners of the event.   
  
Additional events related to the Conference:  
1. Prior to the event AGH UST hosted a Pre-Conference online event in order for the participants to get 
to know each other. Some of the icebreakers are shown here:  
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2. For the conference the organizers asked students to prepare profiles of diverse people from the 
space sector. We received 31 profiles which were presented during the conference. Some of the 
profiles:   
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3. As a follow-up after the conference on 6th of June 2022 there was an additional online session held 
for students to present their projects and/or research. During the post-conference event, students 
represented diverse disciplines discussed the following topics: 
 

● “Image processing and its impact on universe perception” Artur Bożek  
● “The scientific consortium: an alliance of science and technology” Axelle Vanhaecke  
● “Giron Space Organisation: A student initiative in Kiruna” Deepa Anantha Raman  
● “The Intellectual Roots of Space Law (1950s and 1950s)” François Rulier  

 
Communication and dissemination  
 
Before the main event, a Facebook group: Participants of Students' Conference on 
Diversity&Inclusion was set up for the exchange of organizational information between students, with 
more than 80 people joining. The group has been sub-linked to the main event on Facebook 
Conference on Diversity and Inclusion in the Space Sector where the conference communication was 
provided by AGH organizers. Additionally, information about the conference was distributed on the 
following websites:  
 

●  University of Science and Technology (AGH):  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/400054634851851/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/400054634851851/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/400054634851851/
https://www.facebook.com/events/211196284493554
https://www.facebook.com/events/211196284493554
https://www.facebook.com/events/211196284493554
https://www.universeh.agh.edu.pl/conference
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● The University Toulouse - Jean Jaurès:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Photos from the conference (fot. Maria Marczyńska) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.univ-tlse2.fr/accueil/international/projets-europeens-et-internationaux/students-conference-on-divesity-inclusion-in-the-space-sector
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The students’ conference in numbers:  
 

■ 100 participants of the Students Conference   
■ 5 universities represented  
■ 16 international teams   
■ 10 special tasks designed by students for students  
■ 6 guest experts  
■ 4 winning teams  
■ 31 profiles of people from diverse backgrounds in the space sector  

  
 
 
Evaluation after the Conference:  
 
After the Conference organizers distributed the feedback form for participants. The overall evaluation 
rate of the event was 4.38 on a scale of 1 to 5 points. Examples of the comments from the participants 
highlighted the good organization and interesting subject matter of the tasks:   
 
 

● Very well organized, I really liked it 😊😊;   
● Only one [comment], that it was a great event and hope there will be more 😀😀   
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● Finally, the last day competition challenges was really interesting, especially design and 
build the landing tool for the egg!  

● The best moments of course were testing the lander and others small events which 
gathers us together.  

 
 
 
Furthermore, UNIVERSEH partners (Heinrich-Heine-Universität Düsseldorf and Université de Toulouse) 
also conducted evaluation surveys regarding the mobility experience of the students that participated 
in the conference. Examples of answers to the question of what participants found most enjoyable:  
 

● Having to chat with people from all around Europe, and even the world for some of them  
● Diversity of people in their field, culture, way of thinking  
● Meeting and talking to really awesome people from all over Europe!  
● It was great meeting other students in different fields  
● The prizes following the competition between the teams were very impressive and 

appreciated: 1 week of training at a space center, free design course..  
● Workshops at the student conference were very interesting and fun.  
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